
8th Grade Suggested Summer Reading Selections
**More Challenging

**The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (Historical Fiction, )

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of
Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help
sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors

Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdock (Realistic/Sports Fiction)

After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for
her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport
herself, not anticipating the reactions of those around her.

Everlost by Neal Shusterman (Fantasy)

When Nick and Allie are killed in a car crash, they end up in Everlost, or limbo for
lost souls, where, although Nick is satisfied, Allie will stop at nothing--even
skinjacking--to break free.

Think Like A Warrior by Darrin Donnelly (Inspirational Fiction)

Together, these five legendary leaders teach Chris how to "think like a warrior" and
take control of his life. The "warrior mindset" he develops changes his life
forever—and it will change yours as well. Discover the life-changing lessons of
John Wooden, Buck O'Neil, Herb Brooks, Bear Bryant, and Vince Lombardi in this
inspirational tale of what it takes to achieve your dreams—whatever those dreams
may be.

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen (Realistic Fiction)

When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns
to school with a prosthetic limb and her track team finds a wonderful way to help
rekindle her dream of running again.



Fever by Laurie Halse Anderson (Historical Fiction)

In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother,
learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the
horrors of a yellow fever epidemic.

Trash by Andy Mulligan (Mystery)

A group of fourteen year old boys, who make a living picking garbage from the
outskirts of a large city, find something special and mysterious that brings terrifying
consequences.

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer (Adventure/Science Fiction)

Matteo Alacran was not born; he was harvested. He is a boy now, but most
consider him a monster.  As Matt struggles to understand his existence, he is
threatened by a sinister cast of characters.  Escape is the only chance Matt has to
survive. But escape is no guarantee of freedom because Matt is marked by his
difference in ways he doesn't even suspect.

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson  (Non-Fiction)

This true story is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes
Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across
the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia. This book, based on
Swanson's adult bestseller, "Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln's Killer," is
a true account for young readers about John Wilkes Booth's assassination of
Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of the United States.

Zlata’s Diary by Zlata Fillpovic (Nonfiction)

As a child living in Sarajevo during the war, Zlata learns what it is like to lose
friends and family and to fear for her life. Throughout the war, Zlata keeps her
diary faithfully and shows her courage as her world falls apart around her.

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1630.Ray_Bradbury


**Little Women by Louisa May Alcott (Classical Literature)

Little Women is an American classic, adored for Louisa May Alcott's lively and
vivid portraits of the endearing March sisters: talented tomboy Jo, pretty Meg, shy
Beth, temperamental Amy. Millions have shared in their joys, hardships, and
adventures as they grow up in Civil War New England, separated by the war from
their father and beloved mother, "Marmee, " blossoming from "little women" into
adults.

**War Horse by Michael Morpurgo (Adventure, Historical Fiction)

In 1914, Joey, a beautiful bay-red foal with a distinctive cross on his nose, is sold
to the army and thrust into the midst of the war on the Western Front. With his
officer, he charges toward the enemy, witnessing the horror of the battles in
France. But even in the desolation of the trenches, Joey's courage touches the
soldiers around him and he is able to find warmth and hope. But his heart aches
for Albert, the farmer's son he left behind. Will he ever see his true master again?

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld (Science Fiction)

Tally is faced with a hard choice when friend Shay decides to risk life on the
outside rather than submit to the forced operation that turns sixteen-year-old girls
into gorgeous beauties and realizes that there is a whole new side to the pretty
world that she doesn’t like.

Calico Joe by John Grisham (Realistic/Sports Fiction)

The kid from Calico Rock, Arkansas, dazzles Chicago Cubs fans as he hits home
run after home run, politely tipping his hat to the crowd as he shatters all rookie
records. Calico Joe quickly becomes the idol of every baseball fan in America,
including Paul Tracey, the young son of a hard-partying and hard-throwing New
York Mets pitcher. On the day that Warren Tracey finally faces Calico Joe, Paul is
in the stands, rooting for his idol but also for his dad. Then Warren throws a
fastball that will change their lives forever.



Under the Mesquite by Guadalupe Garcia McCall

Lupita, a budding actor and poet in a close-knit Mexican American immigrant
family, comes of age as she struggles with adult responsibilities during her
mother's battle with cancer in this young adult novel in verse. When Lupita
learns Mami has cancer, she is terrified by the possibility of losing her mother,
the anchor of her close-knit family. Suddenly, being a high school student,
starring in a play, and dealing with friends who don't always understand,
become less important than doing whatever she can to save Mami's life.

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson

Brown Girl Dreaming is a deeply personal and touching account of the author’s
childhood as an African American girl in the 1960’s and 1970’s. Growing up in
South Carolina and New York, she becomes increasingly aware of the Civil
Rights Movement. In poetic language full of imagery this award-winning book
gives a glimpse into a child’s soul and her journey of self-discovery.


